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SCIENCE IN INDUSTRY

N.E.-Built Skycranes Save
- Downed Aircraft in Viet

By ARTHUR A. RILEY

Confederate Gen Jeb Stuart’s cavalry was
eenowned for its hard-riding, surprising and devas-
tating raids on Union forces. Horse cavalry long since
has into military history, but a new type of
eav! has come into being. It is the First Air Cav-

(Air Mobile) now fighting a new kind of war

in Viet Nam, .
T 's "Flying Horsemen” mount, some six or seven feet
lrawm‘ mﬁ battle in above the jungle soil, they en-
ehoppers, and when they dis- gage in combat like infantiry-

|

-~

T T T S e e d g

A T T MMM

asualty

War

L3

Damaged ‘copter in sling is lowered to ground by erane holst,

men. But the combat helicop-
ters have somewhat the same
role as horse cavalry.

They can move in qulckly
to make & “kill,” often with
& marked degrees of surprise,
and particularly in remote
and Inaccessible spots that are
charaeteristic of the Viet Nam
theater of operations.

In the days of unremem-
bered wars when cavalry
regiments were employed in
barassing ralds on the ene-
my’'s flanks or bivouso points,
the flying horsemen could al-
ways refurn to & besse camp,
or their efforts could be sup-
ported by a supply train.

The “steeds” of today’s air
cavalry are machines—heli-
copters — expensive, compli-
cated, highly-instrumented,
and often put out of commis-

sion through enti-aircraft,
ground pgunfire, or malfunc-
tion.

In similar fashion, sir cav-
alry must have support bases

and supply depots, More 80, it hail

must have retrieval equip-
ment for saving downed
choppers on tha untracked
jungle terrain.

New England inventive
genius and engineering skill
plus outstanding advanced
technology in the fleld of heli-
copter development have
mads this latter factor pos-
sible with immenss saving to
the nation's military estab-
lishment.

In the late Spring of 1862,
Sikorsky Aircraft of Strat.
ford, Ct., conducted an exhi-
bition for the press and mili-
iary at their flight fleld. It
presented a new era in air

Inter-servide Cooperation
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A U.S. Air Force Sikorsky CH-3C helicopter trans-
~ ports a 105-mm howitzer for the U.S. Marine Corps

. at Da Nang, Viet Nam,

transport as the free world's
largest rotary wing craft was
put through its paces,

Virtually a trailer truck of
the skies, the turbine-powered
Sikorsky S-84 Skycrane was
iled as a prime mover like
the truck, lecomotive and
tugboat. At the time it was
asserted that the craft pos-
sessed the capability to haul
an endless variety of cargoes
and conveyances.

The following year, the ve-
hicle was introduced to the
Army as the CH-54A, passing
exhaustive tests and maneu-
vers prior to being placed in
production and dispatched to
Viet Nam.

Today, four of thess heavy
It 'copters are employed by
the U.S. Army in the Viet
Nam theater. In the period
from Oct. 1 through Dec. 31
last year, these powerful ve-
hicles saved almost twice
thelr own cost by retrieving
aircraft downed in combat
areas.

In this period, the four Sky-
cranes, with maximum lifting
capacity of 10 tons each, re-

. covered a Douglas A1E Sky-
raider fighter-bomber, a da-
Havilland CV-2  Caribou
transport, and 45 helicopters
ranging in size from the 2000-
pound Bell OH-13 to the Ver-
tol CH-47 weighing about
18,000 pounds.

Most of the alrcraft re-
covered are repaired and re-
iurned to duty. Velus of the
retrieved craft is placed at
$15 milllon. All had been
forced dowm by mechanical
trouble or enemy action in
areas from which there were
no other means of recovery
except by copter airlift.

The Skycranes are operated
by the 478th Aviation Com-
pany, heavy Hft, in support
of the First Cavalry Division,

rmobile.

In nddition to their retriev-
&l missions, they are called
upon for & wide variety of
special missions including the
awrlift of artillery, bulldozera,
trucks, jeeps, emmunition and
supplies. They also transport
Conex containers directly
irom shipboard to shore. A
detachable pod fitted as a
general's command post has

bean carrled, and similar pods
have been fitted out as mnbile
surgical units complete with
field operating facilities.

Smaller helicopte:s ruch as
the Air Force/Sikorsky HH-
3E have been cuccessful in
the retrieval of lighter rotary-
wing aircraft such as the Con-

g necticut-built Kaman HH-43B,

These twin-turbine helicop-
ters (HH-3E) are rserm:cl?y
atilized for Tescuing mircrew.
men downed in enemy terri-
tory in North Viet Nam. They
are fitted with armor plate,
armament, rescue hoist, drop-
pabla fuel tanks for extra

| range, and the most modera
navigational mida.

This type of craft {s painted
with a tan and green camou-
flage to make them Indis-
tinguishahle from the jungls
canopy. They are known by
their crews as the “Jolly
Green Giants."
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‘Gen. Seneff’s Unit Making History in Viet Nam

jthe 1st Cavalry Division's avi-]alions. IL is going to be a very! Helicopter support for Viet-
|alion structure, spends an im-|challenging proposition,”
{mense amount, of his time [ly-'eff said. “’In a way, we are allicreased with the companies of
ing a helicopter from one avia-|hack as we were in
Lion company to anather in Viel'ing out something
|again.”

| The huge flect of helicopters designed, a blue shield with red-
He has a familiar group ofjwhich is in Viet Nam or on its handled sword and a cavalry
jmen in his headquarters. Col.|way will open
John B. Stockton is his depulylerations in this war. The Firstihave its own navy along the
commander, Lt. Col. Dale Run-|Infantry Division, the 25th ]n[al‘l-lwav‘ The Albemarle,
nells is supply officer, Maj. Rob-jtry Division, 1015t Airborne Di-lyjay

(EDITOR': NOTE: Charles

Black, Enquirer military
writer, has been recuperat-
g from a pongee stick

wannd in Saizon, but report-

cd that he hos now ised
‘e st Cavalry Dioision.
. Black is in South Viet Nam
!t coror aclivities of the di-
| vision. The following dis.
| Patch was written before his
! return to the field)

E

By CHARLES BLACK
Enquirer Military Writer

SAIGON — The Army's orig- e 3
mnal aviation brigade, the First velerans of the 1ith Air Assault|vision and 173rd Airborne bl'ir‘pargg of the new operation will!
Aviation Brigade commandediDivision and of fighting in thn:g‘ades in Viet Nam, plus addi-
by Brig. Gen. George Senefl, is Cenival Highlands with the 1st'tional forces everybody here

lam or out watching military
operaljons.

ert Zion is working on operations
problems, for example. These
land many more of the men at
253 Cach Mang, including Sgt.
Maj. Lawrence Kennedy, are

rounding out its headquarter, Cavalry Division,

s zanization in a villa al 233

Education Project

Cach Mang, Saigon, an unlikely| “One of our programs is gging
sounding address for history-jto be a huge education project,

making unit.

I suppose you could call it, We

Senelf, former chiel of Army[are going to be in a technical
aviation and the man who, as aladvisory capacity for units util-
(ce nel, laid the groundwork forliz'ng air mobility in their oper-

Sen-‘namese units will be heavily in-
1963, start- the First Aviation Brigade. dled organization.
brand new Patch Designed

The unit has a patch already

up air mobile op- vellow hawk, and it will even

a sea-

plane tender converted to a float-

High Fatigue Rate

ing maintenance shop for Army
Charles Black Lircraft, will be operated for

|a mabile “fourth echelon main-
Reports \tenance center.”

One of the most inlere.sling'

be that of Maj. James Hertzogg. |
A X 2 d the flight surgeon, who will be
predicls will arrive (if somein charge of aviation medicine.
kind of governmental struclure ipis work is more than simply
is still available to fight in Vietltreating ailments, he must delve
Nam alter the current political into metheds of keeping them
uuntesr:e] is clonclude&) will aE from happening.

have helicapter operations suc

as these units have never before Hertzogg hes already done
attempted. (Continned on Page 7, Col. 1)

circumstances.

(Continned from Page 1)

considerable work on the prob-
lem of fatigue in combat pilats,
snd 2 study of his seems to
show thet a well - commanded
group just doesn’t tire st the
same rate as a less deltly han-

There was a question of wheth-
er to put a maximum on bours
flown by pilots during a Viet
Nam tour which was apparently
settled by this disclosure. There
Is no set limit now because of
many human factors involved in
that kind of “artificial horizon.”

His research showed that the
average tour of flying now en-
tails about 700 hours, and it also
showed that although pilots in
some units showed up with a
high fatigue rate after strenuous
flying, it wasn't apparent in pi-
lots of similar units in similar

““The hours and missions are
an important factor, of course,
but the really important thing is
the motivation of the men, the
leadership given them, things of
this nature. The idea of setting
some kind of limit on the total

Gen.
History in Viet Nam War

Seneff’s Unit Making

hours a man would be allowed
to fly here during a tour just
doesn’t fit in with the real facts
out in the field,” Hertzogg said.
He echoed a very similar re-
mark by Lt. Col. William Mad-
dox, commander of the 13th Avi-
ation Battelion in the Mekong
Delta, one of the brigade units
which has created a legendary
history for itself in this war.
Maddox's choppers are called
on for maximum effort, seven|
days a week, His pilots fly 75!
to 100 hours per month and
maintenace is done by night,
yet his fatigue problem is low.
Decorated

His battalion is also one of
the most highly decoraled in
this war's history, has taken
part in almost every conceivable
kind of mission, and is opersting
in an area where there are no
regular American combat units,

One of the by-products of the
First Aviation Brigade, accord-F
ing. to the flight surgeon, will be
a psychological one.

He sald that the pulling togeth-
er of the aviation units into a.
brigade structure will give|
them ‘“identification, an outfit
of their own.”

One company commander,
whose helicopter unit has aper-
ated north of Saigon, said the
brigade “can be 2 big boost to
us. It means an area-wide pro-
gram, standardization, a place
for aviation to hang its hat in

*THE DENVER POST
Friday, Rpril 8, 196§ 5

this country.”

JPIafoon of Viet
; prise and Hancock caught 34

By THOMAS A. REEDY North Vietnamese carge junks

SAIGON — (AP) — The US.|in open coastal waters Thurs-
1st Air Cavalry raised its bol]Jday. Flying through partial
of Communist dead fo 438 Fri-|cloud cover (hat has plagued
day in Operation Lincoln on the|raids on the North for days. the
Cambodian frontier after virtu-|pilots sank 12 of the junks and
ally wiping out a reinforced |damaged the others, the Air
Viet Cong platoon, Force spokesman said.

The cavalrymen, Sweeping Air' Force jels destroyed
around the Chu Phong Moun-|three buildings and damaged
tains 220 miles north of Saigon|three more in seven missions
for two weeks, caught 30 1o 40|against supply areas 12 miles

|the 7th Fleet carriers Enfer-

Ist_Cavalry Wipes Ouf

Cong

intelligence reports placed a
Supply camp, weapons factory
and troop concentration.

One plane was teported lost
in the past 24 hours by US.
spokesmen. An ALE Skyraider
ditched near Da Nang, appar-
ently because of mechanical
frouble. The pilol was slightly
injured.,

The “only significant encoun-
ter reported by the government
was a Viet Cong attack early
Friday on a 60-man outpost just

Reds by surprise Thursday |north of the 17th Paralle] fron.
and killed 29 in a brisk fight, tier with South Viet Nam, pilots
Other American troops ac-|Teported. Six miles farther
counted for at leas| 15 Viet |north, they set off secondary
Cong killed near Tuy Hoa as explosions thal sent up a fire-
the war continued on the ball and smoke 1.500 feet in an;
ground and in the air despite; aitack on a military supply |
continued street demonstra- |depot at Quang Xa. |
lions in Saigon and antigovern-| The Strategic Air Command's
ment unrest in the northern;B5%s flew in from Guam lo sat-;
provinces. i urate a Viet Cong area 65 miles '
Navy fighter-bombers from |southeast of Da Nang, where

south of Saigon in Long An
Province, Vietnamese headquar-
ters lost contact with the out-
post, and a plane later radioed
fram overhead that it was
aflame.

An infaniry batlalion of about |
350 government lroops was
sent to help the -outpost. But
Lhe government spokesman said
there was no word on the fate
of (he defenders.
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Sticky Note
This is reference the action in which Lute Baylor and Bailey were KIA in Delta Company 1/12th
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Scranton Gives

State Flag for Gl

HARRISBURG, April 27
(AP).—Gov. William W. Scran-
ton presented a Pemnsylvania
flag Wednesday to the famil of
an Army lieutenant from Selins-
grove serving in Vietnam with
the 1s1 Cavalry's Airborne Brig-
ade.

Li. Joseph Snyder. 23, had re-
quested a Slate flag to fly with
flags from other 45 Stales over
his company headquarlers.

Seranton, noting that he plan-
ned lo visit Vielpam next
o onth, said he would Lry to
vizil Snyder and convey the
arecting from his family.
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A LS, It Cavalny €A Mobile) Division
soldier leaps from a helicopter that was
prevented  from  landing by shatered

trees on ground in Viet Nam, Trees were
felled by artillery Fire and air strikes dur-
ing scarch for Viei Cong. (AP)

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Charles
 Blact. Enquirer military writ-
i er, is now in the field with
| troops of the 1st Cavalry Di-

vision in Viet Nam. His dis-
i patches on the war in South.
‘| east Asin will conimue daily
i1 the Enquirer.)

L
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' Radio Message Alerted Col. Cranfor [k

To Operation Which Became Classic s and sy o
tinued

He flew to this remole spot,
a Montaignard village near the
Cambodian border north of the|
1a Drang River, where Col. John

i wr el oy wa® GO
‘manded he paratrooper com-
pany he ding for the downed
heli . took his men in
; platoon columns to the edge of
the clearing. then formed them
on a platoon front with his rifle-
men advancing across a broad
sectian.

He walked with the st Platoon
on the right. The second platoon
commanded by Lt. Daniel Kapi-
ca was in the center. The third
platoon had the right flank.

Heavy fire from the positions
in front of the firsl platoon came
almost as the men left the shelt-
er of the trees, with 200 yards of
open field before (hem.

.. Soldiers in the 1st and 3rd
‘platoons said they noticed only
isporadie sniper fire but Platoon
1Sgt. Wesley Frazier uoticed the
heavy five on the First Platoon.
i ‘Walked Right In®
I “It seemed to be concentrat-
. ed there, It seemed lo come
from the front and on their right
iflank and later, as we gol out;
100 yards in the field, it seem-
ed as if it was coming onto them
from the rear. I saw them stop'
about then, T puess. We moved
on in and then I saw the third
‘ 2loon start to move over to the|

irst.” Frazier said.
““We were just keeping up a

s,
“The holes were very well

. “I saw an automatic ri-

and peaple from downed helicap- fla yalsed, then the man, I kill

ters out of trouble and I got my
lifidships on the way," Cranford
said.

J. Hennessey's Ist Brigad; of] Perimeter Defense
the 1st Cavalry Division had is| Alpha Company of the 1
?,?:f;’f;’m" during Operation dCafvalry was I:)nythe perima?e%
- efense at the “Turkey Farm'
Lt. Col. Robert Shoemaker,aiter being steadily In'the field

BY CHARLES BLACK

der of the 1st Squadron, |for several days. The
sth Cavalry; 1t. Col. Rutland|hag illed many Communiet sol

Enquirer Military Writer

THANH TINH — Lt. Col. Jack
Sranford, der of the

diers i ;
Charles Black |pe © 27h the ight
Re[mrts Its rest was short as the para-

“27th Assault Helicopter Batia-
tun, got a radio message at his
slopper base in a field called|
““furkey Farm"” near Pleiku
wich alerted him to an opera-
tion which became a military
wlassie as event followed event

troopers ran to board the UHI-
Beard, commander of the lst ters from the 227th

ennessey were there. “We were set for a takeoff at

Chu Pong Mountain and the sth|cided it probably would
was sending in its pilots to try|that when the infantry had gone

the 12th would have to get some|the casual

:Edurjng the week after March 30.

men in there to get the platoon|night extraction. There was no|

artillery support and the action
was out of the area where we
were operating,” Cranford said.
He planned accordingly and
when the aircraft flew in to the
little landing zone, called Land-

finders from his battalion land-
ed with the infantry,

The pathfinders, skilled para-
chutists and rappellers who take,
charge of directing flights into a,
field from the, ground, are dis-
tinguished by their black base-

AWAIT EVACUATION — Wounded members of the
United States 1st Air Cavalry Division wa:c]} a helicopter
“land t-at will carry them to tie field hospital from the

ball hats and big rucksacks full
of heacons, portable lights,

e

First in Assault H
+| They are also heavily load:
|ed with ammunition and M-16l
.|rifles, because they are usual-‘
I|ly the first soldiers to land in
|these assaults, often going in hy
{|themselves and directing the in-
fantry transports to landings.
This team was made up of
Sgt. Max L. Bennett, Sgt. Billy
‘'Moore and Cpl. Lowell gryed.
The patbfinders quickly set up
-a lighted “T"" in the center of'
Jthe landing zone as the para-
troopers pushed on out into
sparse woods foward a field 400
yards away.
There, a burning helicopter
:and heavy gunfire from Com-
munists dug in along a creek on
the clearings opposite side
marked the ground where thoy
intended to rescue wounded men
from Ffighting which had taken
.place between a rifle platoon
from Troop A, 1st Squadron. 8th
Cavalry, and a [ull battalion o
North Vietnamese soldiers.
Extraction Fails

The night extraction was al.
tempted but did not succeed, but
the palhfinders' lighted beacon
in the center of the liltle ficld
was to become a eritical factor

(Continued on Page 5. Col. 5)

battle zone south of Bong Son in South Viet Nam. '1_'_he
wounded men were hit by mortar fragments. (AP Wire-

ing Zone Eagle, a crew of path- ¢he

ed him.

“‘Staff Sgt. Richard Kinkowich,
the first squad leader, and Pfc,
Roy Taylor started grenading
then and they cleaned out three:
more holes. i

“The riflemen got into thel
Communist positions then andi
jjust killed them out until we bad!
at least ten of those dug-in fire|
[positions knocked .out,"” Frazier}
said. *“We got a litle fire from
across the creek but we gol or-'
ganized,
Call to Fall Back
“After just a little we got a

D il
Battalion, 12th Cavalry and Col,|Plus a single big CH47 Chinook.lcall to fall back out of there,

that Drake was wounded and

“A platoon of the 9th had hit|1630 hours (4:30 p.m.) and 1 de-that the executive officer had the
‘mean'com

any.
“As we pulled back, we heard

to get them out. It Jooked as if|over the %{?;nd 2nd pulled back that the executive officer had
, there would be abeen killed and that Lt. Kapica

was company commander. All of
the time we were in their posi-
tions, there was heavy firing on
the ng{n:, aimed at the Ist Pla-
toon where Drake was walking,”
Frazier said.
The company pulled hack to
woodline they had left to
make the assault and Kapica re-
organized them. Two of the!
unit's most respected non com-|
‘missioned officers wenl out in an
individual effort to gel to Drake,
who had ordered his men to.
leave him and “come back for|
me later.” i
Both men were killed after an:

radios, etc. “unsuccessful search,

Pie. Lesley Louthen. a grena-'
dier, said he then heard some-
body say ‘. . .we have to go.
get Capt, Drake.”

“1 Guess I Started”

| “T guess 1 started oul there.
i There didn't seem to be anybody
‘organizing it, just like when the
,sergeants went,” Louthen said.
“Sgi. Sinakovich, Sp4 Thomas
A, Chars. Sp4 Kenneth Hill and
Sgt. Castron Neverez all decid-

to come along and we head-
ed on out.

“We walked up to 15 yards of
the pasitions we had just altack-
ed and they didn't fire, or T
don't remember if they did.,
Then Sgt. Sinakovich, after we
had looked along there, said we
would have to pull back because
our aerial rocket artillery was
'coming to hit the positions,”
| Louthen said.

The rockels of the 2nd Bat-
:talion 20th Aerial Artillery, com-
manded by Lt. Col. Mike Ma-
hone, pounded the Communists
as the soldiers got back to their
company.

Kapica then exlled the came
‘group and they all weat ol

H Carried Back

i “We scallered oul and (hen
Sgl. Neverez found Capt. Drake
and carried him halfway back
We got the caplain back lo the
perimeter.

“We couldn’t find anvone el.¢
taking care of getling them
back, and Lt. Kapica tock us
back to Landing Zone Eugle
where we set up a perimeter.
We espected lo have a nighi
attack if we didn't get pulled
out,” Louthen said.



U.S.General Believes That Guards and Barbed Wire
Along Luos and Cambodia Could Stop Inifiltration

Cites Experience
in Protecting Base
at An Khe -

By RICHARD DUDMAN

A Staff Correspondeat of
the Post-Dispaich

AN KHE, Sowth Viet Nam,
May &
MAJ. GEN. HARRY W~ 0.
KINNARD, who 1s scheduled
to assume temporary command
of American Fold Force 1 m
South Vet Nam, belizves that
nfiitvasion via the Ho Chi Minh
trail could be stwpped by barbed
wice and guards along the bor-
der wuh Laos and Cambodia.
Gen Kinnard has been com-
mandet of the First Cavairy Di-
vision (Air Mobite). He 1s to be

. sucgended in this command to-

rmorrow by Maj. Gen. John Nor-
ton, the military command at
Saigon annoumced Tuesday.
The setting up of a field force
— a supradivisional headquar-
ters -— 1n each of the three corps
areas of South Viet Nam is part
of the rapidly evolving US.
military command  structure.
The field forces are not called
corps because the South Viet
Namese have pre-empted that
name for geopraphical areas
rather than for troop units.
Kinrard told the Pust-Di-patch
that he thought a 100-vard
cleared strip could be fenced
and controlled by “a pretty mo-
t force.”

WORK GANGS using brush
hooks and saws could clear the
800-mile strip through the moun-
tamous jungle in two to three
years, he said. He suggested
that Cambodia and Lacs might
be willing to help, as well as
veutrals such as Sweden and
Switzerland. He ponted out that
the job could be done much
faster by asing big machines.

Kinnard drew on his experi-
ence at ths new base m South
Viet Nam's central highlands,
230 miles northeast of Saigon.
His men cleancd a  100-yard
gwath around the 16-miks perim-
eter, erecte a double fence
of barbed wire and planted
minés in between. 1t is one of
the few bases never penetrated
by Viet Cong guerrillas.

Another feature of this high-

security base is that no Viet Na-|

Maj. Gen. Harry W, O. Kinnard

Barbed wire and guards aleng the border

mese nationals are allowed in-
side the inner perimeter. AL most
other basts, Viet Namese sol-
diers stand guard duty, and there
are Viet Namese cooks, wailers
laundrymen, maids and bartend-
ers. Here, the men of the First
Cavalry do those jobs them-
selves except when they can go
off base into a nearby Vier Na-
mese boom town to have their
boots polished, their uniforms
laundered, or their trucks
washed at one of the car-wash-
ing establishments that have
SPrung up. .

SOME OTHER American offi-
cers are skeptical that security
methods successful thus far at
An Khe could be applied to tha
problem of inliltration of men
and supplies across the border.

-

lage---{ Wirephoto by radio from Saigon),

“Guerrillas  could penetrate
any barrier and vanish into the
jungle on this side,” says a
major. “We would have detected
them, but what good would that
@o? We already know that they
are filtrating.”

Other estimates of the num-
ber of men it would take to
secure the border have run as
high as 200,000

Kinnard is proud of the First
Cavalry's record thus far, His
eight batiglions average 638 per
cent of their time away from
th~ base, chasing the nine enemy
regiments—13,000 to 15,000 men
—believed to be opereting n the
huge Second Corps area com-

iwng most of the Central

ightands.

Divison recards claim 8243
,enemy dead suwe the furce

i g

_HIT RY VIET CONG SNIPERS as It made a low rocket-firing pass ahead of
1. 8. paratroopers, an armed hellcopter crashed and burned in a rice paddy
about 25 miles northwest of Saigon. The> crew escaped with minor injuries but )
the aircraft was destroyed. The rocket fubes are visible on the side of the fuse- .

Other Officers
Skeptical of Plan—
Big Force Needed

Janded last  August, including
3134 by budy count and 4509
others by estimate records alsa
show 3130 enemy wounded, 1023
camured, 1613 weapans caplured
and 1,137,300 1ons of rice seazed.

MOST OF THIS scere has
been achieved in a series of
batules 1n which the division has
found enemy forces awd held
contact for several weeks at a
time, fighting every day.

The key is increased mohility.
The division's huge feet of heh-
copters largely  substinte for
ground vehicles, which can
themselves be carried by heli-
copter.

“We're not roadbound,” Kin-
nard said. “We are not subject
to ambush, We overfly the am-
bush. We escape the tyranny of
terrain. We think i terms of
minutes rather thaa miles.”

Gen. Kinnard has a reputa-
tion as a phrase maker. He
helped make Gen, Anthany o
MeAutifle famous at the Baltle
of the Bulge in World War 1L

posed a longer, more formal
answer. Kinnard, then a 20-year-
old calonel, supgested he stick
with the first answer.

THE DIVISION WAS the first
to bring in helicopters large
enough to carry artillery,

“The infantry can pull back
and have the antillery fire for
him," Kinnard said, “The Viet
Cong doesn't have this capshili-
ty. He shoots with a nifle and
we reply with a volay of 105s.
I's a very good contest as
far as we are concerned.”

Intelligence on the move
comes sometimes from inform-
ants picked up in the course of &
chase. A helicopter drops to the
ground, picks up a farmer, who
may be a part-time guerrilla,
carries him back to an intelli-
gence station for interrogation
and afterward deposits him
back where he was.

“Reconpaissance by fire" 18
another methed of finding the
enemy. Scout planes patrol cone

TURN TO PAGE B, COLUMN §
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stantly. Tn uninhabited preas,
they sometimes just spray the

trees with gunfire, hoping to-

“draw enemy fire,
The division has built many
re w as en

difficuld, i
THE DIVISION wig clewr o
tanding 2000 _in m}s&m jun-
in two days. t the Air

ers fower men with chain
&: ropes or ladders, They

the hole until a bull-
doger can be Lifted in,
Sectional scrapers and power

Hi‘f‘iauiluﬂﬂ st
To Get New Chief

BAGON
Gene Jobin Norton wall
vl ol e
Cavalry
Awerican
At

Al M
L
S N BN A V1
Friloy, e
Milttary - Comuang

Tutistlay H

sembled on the ground and used
t0 carve oul an airstrip that
can take a huge cargo plane,
the €-130, without any road ac-

cess.

With all this going for him,
Gen. Kinnard is thinking m
years, not manths, for comple-
tion of the military task in the
Second Corps area,

He sees steady progress. The
base at An Khe blocked an im-
minent enemy drive lasi year
w0 cut the country in half. The
enemy had freedom of move-
ment apd held fhe initiabve,
-Now he is being chased.

"WE SEE MORE PEOPLE on
the road,” sgid Kinnard. *They
wave at’you now when you fly
overy; You can sense the in-

repsed s 11y,

“Yau pRivide an im-between
secp%ly ust by going in, even

yop 'L stay _mgra. Next
ime you go back, you find
the people much more friendly.
Peapla are fed up with the V.C.
and -wesf more than this in-
between spcurily, They beg to
he takgn out. In one village,
they eygn bumed their own.
houses apd we carried them out
in_our -helicopters.”

But ¢ estimate of “enemy
strengify has hald steady. Re-
p}qc. ® fram North Viet
Nem f B

i

v DU .

continue st =, -
In mog | } thelg- i 40

pacificai ol ‘S Affer. a

battle, -area Ao Vipt

Cong contret"Saith Vi -

ese and Seyth Rorean i

are -.ig‘lm“sw effective w%

they do.mgwe in afoerwaod, 10
hold an, ng\: But ol
encugh 10 go-Hig B

Moreover, the
changing hj
* He,

“hpe can get
flad him.”

KINNARD SAID he would wel-
eame an atlack that some mili-

tary offi expect apainst
:%‘ik\! #"‘;m mext month or
(Wb, 7

a light is when

;J‘ Eiy X

N

e dip it he said.

2 p opme [0 Jight~
Ingtin . Bioual Wy the
n% s outy™,
1 st r}w‘

, veas®fAmerican man-

bawdr lpvishlg-American troops
- guard 5'; périmeter and, with
3N fielp, evén dha yital road
link with Qui Xhon on the goast.

This implies lack . of frukk,.in
South Viet Namese iroops,
Kinnard says that their num!
bers are limited and can best
be used where the “outh Viel
Namese population is concen-
trated,

The division's operatlien
amounts (o an American efforl
1o fight the war for the Sowth
Viet Namese. To apply the
same methnd in the rest of the
country, or fully even in the
Second Corps, woald requre
many moare American troops,

As Kinnard likes to put it,
“We are blank checks, a sira-
tegie reserve for many different
operalions. But 1f all those blank
checks were cashed at the sume
time, it would be rather em-
barrassing."

IN THE EVOLVING command
structure the Air Facce  om-
mand ks been renamed. with
the Sgventh A boree supplant
mg the Second Air Divooe Al
of the Masy elements have bgeq:
drawsg, tegether m a new group
called U'S, Naval Fojoes Viet
‘Nam. t

The comunanders of cach of
the  supradiviaional  headquar-
ters -have been deoipiated an
the semor advise: . 1o the Vet
Namese units 1n the v aread,
thifs giving some semblance ol
“inily to the Viet Nomese and
TS, intantry eliorts

In the Firsl Corpe area, con
tered on Da Nuag, the wphoud
quarters is called the Thirdd
}Mammﬂ Amplubious Foreo 11 1
Abmmander by Marine L1 (wn
JLewis W, Wall.

-« Still farther south, & e arca

impediately north  of  Saigon
F? _kag:';:e U owas set up
mid-Marchogg «fion Hoa 6 s
tiea;:%ﬂ h‘vsm;gl:.m Jvnathan
O, Seaman (10 statf was drgwn
from unus alresdy wer .
Aot Nanm,

~om
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(EDITOR’S NOTE: Charles
Black, Enquirer military wri-
. ter, is back in Viet Nam fly.
| missions with the vat Cavairy

Division. Today's installment
ceneludes & two-part series on
the awesome might which the
divigion. ean muster in just n
few minutes.y

« s

By CHARLES BLACK
Enguirer Military Writer

launched mto apy tiny spots
overlooked by the bombs ar
artillery shells were specta-
cular.

Big Flight

A big flight of Hueys came
darting in behind the aerial
artillery ships, flying low and
fading into the trees,

As the formation came near
the smoke gunships an either
side of the froop Llift ships
sprinted ahead and their rnck-

The artillery kept ding!
sending strings of explosions
down each side of the landing
zone and dropping rows of
flashing bursts into likely spots

Charles Black
Reports

dlog brush draws or hill-
sides. "
Exactly eight seconds after
what seemed to be the final
‘arti]]zry burst a network of
smoke trails suddenly ap-
peared, tracing thin plumes
into the dust and smoke raised
, by the inferno which had al-
ready bubbled down there,
it was hard to spot the heli-
copters from the 2nd Battalion,
20th Aerial Artillery, but the
rockets, hineguns and 40

ets and guns pounded into the
very edge of the landing zone,
rockets from the 229th’s gun-
ships seeming to make a con-
tinuous ripple of explosions as
they came in behind the aerial
artillery.

Lt. Col. Robert Kellar drop-
ped his control ship down
then, tagging into the [ift ship
formation, and even as the
gunships swept off to the left
and right and circled [ke

milimeter grenades they

ting hawks, the rattle of
machine guns from door gun-

o e i AR TR

VILLE OBSERVER
i :-QYEMTTEMAY & 198

-—It 1st Cavalry Division Takes Over
Plantation With Little Trouble

ners m the HUID liftships
took up the noise of all of this,
Gunners Keep Up Fire
The door gunners kept Lrac-
ers pouring out of their ma-
chine guns into the brush and

trees along the landing zone |
until the very second when ®

the heavily loaded and sweat-
ing infantry in the first com-

pany to land dived out the

sides of the Hueys and took
up the fire themselves, slam-
ming bursts of bullets from M-
16 rifles and M-80 machine
guns into the ripped and rid-
dled areas they were .moving
toward.

The control ship moved up
above this even as 16 more
Hueys came in and the infay- |
try fanned out to build up the

number of sky troopers al-
ready moving out inte the
brush. .

13 Minutes to Set Up

Flight followed flight until a4 |

ships had landed and sext their
cargo of fighting men into the
area, with companies, platoons
and squads fanning out into

{Continued on Page 5. Cel. 5)
R R AN

1st Cavalry Catches
 Fleeing Red Battalion

-
¥

641

g

o

1

Survivors Have
Backs To Coast

) SAIGON {UPI)—U.S. st Air Cavalry troopers today
.‘|caught up with the remmants of a fleeing Viet Cong
 |battalion and trapped them betweem American gums

<

{énnﬁnued from Page 1)

arefully planned sweeps of |

Jhe vacant plantation.

Exactly 13 minutes after the
last lift chopper, the big CH47
Chinooks. which had come in
with artillery and shells dang-
ling beneath them in slings and
nets, roared off.

The 228th Assault Support
Helicopter Battalion~command-

. ed by Li. Col. Max Clark had

' landed an entire artillery bat-
talion and the guns were in
position in just that lerath of
time — 13 minutes,

Helicopters bearing supplies,
equipment and inore men kept
winging intn the arva,

It took less than an hour and
the long-+acant tea planation
wag turned info a U, 8. Army
post with a batralion of infan-
try out securing the area, a

perimeter delense, battalion

headguarters,
- firing into likely target areas.
and Gls in full possession.
© The only opposition the Viet
Cong had mounted was -ame

105 howitzers

: shiper five from the vicinity of

some huts hidden along a river
; south of the new hase of the
. Ind Battalion, 5th Infantiv. A
| platoon of C. S. riflemen had
! already gone down there and
| a helicopter had followed them

" to pick up several crest-fallen .
captives who had not run for

| the hills quite fast enough.
| There hadn’t been
troops in there since fhe
* French Jeft here in 1954. The
ist Cavalry Division landed
. from the sky line a hig thun-
: derbolt in an area the Viet
. Cong considered their own by
right of conquest and where

! thev had been 50 sure of a :
! serene area that they had long -

. ago quit bothering with any
elaborate defense setup.

© This was the same area

| where the 2nd Korean Batta-
lion of the tragically famous

| Group Mobile 100 had been sur-

! vounded, annihilated and left '

| to its fate in 1954 when the
| Viet Minh had defeated French
i hopes in the Central High-
; lands,

:  The positions of the French
: soldiers who were overrun by
| the Viet Minh and left to ther
' fate because relief from Pler-
. ku was impossible were still
! wisible, worn and grass-grown

trenches, holes. etc.

The GIs who had suddonl

. taken pessession mostly ignor-
ed the historical jefram as

i they walked by the old posi-
tions on business of their own,
The country is littered v th
old holes, new holes, old se
and new scars.

The course of fichting in 1956
in the area of the Ist Carab
Diviaion bears no resemblance
to the way things happened in
1954 and the tough sy tronp-
ers have long lists of fheir ow
memories of battle now.

They sometimes ook cur-
jously at ane of these old

e e ISP

WELCOME SLAP—A sergeant ffom the Z5th Infantry Division gets a welcom-
ing slap from Gen: William Westmoreland, commander of the U.S. forces in
Viet Nam, as an element of the ‘“Tropic Lightning" Division arrives at Vung
Tau. The general still wears a cast on his left arm injured while playing
tennis. (UPI Radiatelephoto)

-
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and the South China Sea.
They killed 39 more of the
2nemy trying despefately to
escape, boosting the toll of
the two-day battle to 141,
A U.S. military spolesman

" |eaid the 1st Cav trespers,
pursuing the guerriflas threugh

jungle so heavy it blocked out
the sunlight, bad blocked all

sea. He sald “significant

" |contact* had been made.

“There's a lot of Viet Cong
trying to get out of there and
some of them haven't been
successful,” the. spokesman
said.

The Viet Cong were fleeing
the jungle battlefield near Bong
Son, about 280 miles north
along the coast from Saigon,
where the last Cav troopers
pounced on them Thursday and
killed 101 in a fierce eight-hour
fight described ag one of the
bitterest so far this spring.
At about midnight the Viet
Cong broke contact and slipped
away with the Ist Cav's 3rd
Brigade in hot pursuit.

Hemmed In

The Viet Con~ first fled
north, but anc. 1st Cav
force blocked their way. A
third force, backed by U.S.
warplanes which would have a
clear shot at them if they tried
to cross Highway 1, waited to

‘the west. So the Communists

‘fled east toward the sea.

The

avenues of escape except the|

potes saif ths troopers
were tighteming the nocse.

In the air war, U.S. officials
reported Communist gunmers
shot down three American
warplanes taking advantage of
2 break in the monsoon rains o
raid into ths Commumist
heartland of Nerth Viet Nam
Thursday. One of the pilots was
rescued but heavy enemy fire
drove away pilots trying to
snatch the other two to safety.
They were listed as missing
and feared captured.

The U.S. warplanes flew 48
misgions leaving mile- high
smoke mlluwmgn over their
(See 1ST CAVALRY, Page 2A)

| (Continmed from Page 1A)

guerrilla positions in War Zone
C for the eighth time today.
This is the former Viet Cong
haven on the Cambodian border
'where the U.S. 1st Infantry
‘"Divisinn ig conducting a sweep.
; Text Book Assank

| The ist Air Cavalry Division,
ipioneers in the use of helicopter
|iassaults, .operated in textbook
fashion in the jungle battle
inear Bong Scn about 290 miles
'northeast of Saigon. It was one

scenes of traged

. of cours-,

and wonder about ¢ actl
. what happened.
“We've always o hipped

i them. They haven't managed

! to win a thing from the

. Cav.,

het they seemed to have
at the start it alua
wound up with thom Laki
hell of a beatg. It m
tough on them to see o
into place. like thi.

A

No matter hot su

M
neg the

can look al an old s
and not he able t do a ko
except run and hope the

can stay ali &, Kellar
ko fle

ad =

[com the bie«t land-

ing of them ail to®ard ancther

chore his belicopiers

wie pot-

forning el s here.

of the biggest battles this

targets. Guam-based B5Zs hit!epring.

The troopers wera sweeping
tha central coastal region in
Operation Davy Crockett Thurs-
day when intelligence rep'nrtedi
the location of the Communist
toree. |

The Air Cav's Third Brigade,
swooped down in force on the;
high ground in mid-afterncon|
and poured withering fire into
the trapped Communists in a

valley below. The guerrillas
fired back with mortars,
machife guns and recoilless
rifles but took a terrific beating
until  nightfall when they
slipped away into the jungle.

any -
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¢ Dallos Morning Nrws
Yank Cavalry. -
Mauls Cong

With Bombs

American Losses

Reported ‘Light™:
: Supplies Captured

SAIGON (saturday) (UPD) — The Com-
mwnist Viet Cong death ol soared to at <
least 362 carly Saturday on a rice paddy
battlefield where a strike furce of US, 1st
Cavalry troops backed the Commwnists
againsi the South China Sea. The Americans
mauled the enemy with bombs, bullets
and artillery when they iried to get
through 1" 5. lines to mountain hideouls.

The Americans captured 40 Communisis
while wiping out at least a batlalion as
the Communists desperately tried to get
pust the American guas and out of the
pocket they found themselves in just north
of Bong Son, about 200 miles up the const
from Saigon.

Anather 433 suspects in Operation Davy
Crockett were reporied detained for ques-
tioning. American losses were described as
“light.”

“It's like a Tennessee turkey shoot,” one
cavalry officer said. Cavalry (roops laid
ambushes nlong pearly ever trail and shot
the Viet Cong down as the, approached in
small groups of iwos and threes.

HELICOPTER-BORNE units of the U.S.
Army's air mobile division swooped into
the arca under a fog cover that helped
hide their positions {rom the Communists.
The Americans set up blocking positions
near Bong Son und 5 to 10 miles north, A
third force dug in along a ridge of hills to
the east, leaving the Communists with the o
sea to their backs on the west.

U.S. SOLDIERS SEEK OUT VIET CONG GUE;{]&IAS
Ona corries a native Montagnard tribesman’s bow ond
|_arrow ond chews on twig in mouth during jungle search.

I i SR P

e feo
Airlift to Safety
American soldiers of the Ist Cavalry Divisien climb a
ladder 1o an evacuction helicopter which will return
them from potrel alang the mountain ridges of Plei Ku

to their base campin South Viet Nem. The Chincek heli-
copler dropped a rope ladder when it was unoble to lond.

Washington Sty 15 MAY |

| . Peasants Say Viet Cong

INE - Slew Kidnaped Soldier

SAIGON, (Sunday)
Reports received here today near Ban Me Thuot in the

said an American sel‘sv‘i)cemhaldli’cemmi highlands.

kidnaped near Bong Son had: He was riding a jeep about 18

been shot and killed by his miles from EL:E Me Tlt)mm. wlen
guerrilla captors. A second U.S. he was stopped by a guerrilla
serviceman reported to havejsquad and led away, the spol s ¢
been kidnaped was listed as man said. The jeep later wa.

missing. o It
A U.S. Military spokesman

e i e S g

A streef sign from one of Chicago’s busfest
intersections is erected in An Khe in the
“ Viemamese Central Highlands by Ameri-
can soldiers. The sign was seat by Mayor
Richard Daley. Putting it up next to their

- T -

indentified the first as Pvt.’
‘|'Theodore R. Vance of Eureka.
Calif., and said the military had
listed him as missing in action.
The spokesman had no com-

ound. i

V?mce reporledly was lasen lo
a Viet Cong village east of Bong
Son, about 280 n:les northwest
of Saigon.

Col. Hal G. Moore. comn  ad-

own unit sign are, from leff: Specialist ¢
Jimmy Clay, Sgt. Gerald Bracken, Sgl.
Raul Garza, all of Chicago, and Specialist
4-Ehmer Larson of suburban Des Plaines.
(AP)

i been slain. senl an entire battalion inf, Ure
| According to peasants in the area yesterday, but foun’ ra
‘Bong Son area, Vance was race of Vance

taken from a vehicle he was
riding, led away and then shot.
Sources investigating the inci-
dent said the peasants' reports
were considered reliable.

| Vance, a member of C Com-
jpany, st battalion. 17th Regi-

ment on reports that Vance had € 0f the 3rd Cavalry Brigade,

3 o estr e ran e

{ment of the Ist Cavalry Divi-
sion, was captured Thursday
near Bong Son.

He was laken prisoner as ho
rode a rented vehicle along
'Highway 1 in an insecure area. |
i ‘The military hers emphasized
.that it had no substantiation to
'the report that Vance had been
killed.

' The second U.S. soldier
ikidnaped by guerrillas, was
identified as Airman Ind class
Bennie Lee Dext:r of. Bend.




la Drang Battle Indicates Enemy Can’t Win

By RICHARD FRYKLUND
Star Stalf Writer

Since last July, Pentagon
officials have been looking for a
batfle which proves to the
enemy in_Viel Nam that he
cannot win.

Now, on the basis of captured
enemy documents, il appears
that the light al Ia Drang valley
six months ago may have been
that battle.

The enemy used his best
troops in overwhelming num-
bers in an effort lo destroy a
major allied force. The opera-
tion was thoroughly planned
and woll executed.

And il failed.

ta Drang proved that the

- epemy cannot now stage anoth--

er Dien Bien Phu and win.
From the actions of the enemy
since Ia Drang, he may under-
stand this, too.

The battle started in mid-
October of last year and contin-
ued for aboul six weeks, Read-
ing the Saigon communiques
and the news storles of the
time, one would conclude that
Ia Drang was a big baitle, that
tha allies were pushed around
— and little else that was valid.

But a sty today of the
enemy objectives and aclions
and the allied response shows
that Ia Drang was a key en-
gagement.

The story starts with enemy
planning documents.

On Oct. 12, the headquariers
of the 32nd North Vietnamese
army regiment at Plei Luo
Chin, near the Oambodian
border in central South Viet
Nam, completed plans to am-
bush South Vietnamese army
units near the ouipost of Plei

Me.
The two villages are impor-
tant. Plei Luo Chin is one mile

from the unmarked bodian
border, astride a jungle trail
leading across the border and
on the Ia Drang {proncunced
‘Yzh Drang) River — which is
itsel a trail in and out of
Cambodia. Plel Luo Chin con-
trols the movement of men and
equipmentacross the border,
Bgom the battle, the South
Vietnamese side knew only that
the general area was a long-
time Viet Cong base. Govern-
ment forces had never been
able o penetrate ‘within 15
miles of the headguarters vil-
lage.
Plei Me, about 22 miles due
east, is the site of an American
Special Forces camp
which tries to keep track of
movements along the trails in

that area.
The existence of the camp
and another nearby at the

village of Duc Co makes . il
difficult for the enemy to move
from Cambodia to the highlands

‘westward inio the Ia

batslegrounds in the Pleiku
area, about 35 miles northwest
¢ the 32nd Regiment's head-
gquarters.

Th& broad enemy plan was to
inlroduce three North Vietnam-
ese regiments (adding up to a
full division and its support,
about 10,000 men) to the classi-
cal Viet Cong tactic of attack
and ambush and try out the
Americans.

The amburh, itsell was the
assignment of the 32nd Regi-
ment.

To lure in some allied soldiers
for the kill, another regiment,
the 33rd, was ordered to sur-
round and attack the Plei Me
Special Forces camp.

e third regiment, the 66th,
was to hang back waiting to see
if the allies could be brought
into a major batlle on ground
favorable %o the Communists.

The planning was thoroughly
professional by American Army
standards. For instance, one
captured document told the 32nd
Regiment to be prepared to
ambush an allied relief force
consisting of '"one government
army battle group and one
armored battle group with one
of two U.S. battalions in re-
serve.”

They were exactly right about
the government forces and
almost righit about the Ameri-

cans.,
20‘I*he fighting starfed on Oct.

Standoff

‘The enmemy tactics in sur-
rounding Plei Me were success-
ful. The relief column did come
down the road, as predicted,
and was ambushed.

The South Vietnamese com-
mander was a good, experi-
enced man, however, and he
had a counter-ambush plan.
When he ran into the first 5
he moved his troaps far off the
road and called for air and land
reinforcements.

That action became a three-
day standadf.

. 24 the government
troops, plus elem of the
American First Cavalry Divi-
sion, the “airmobile division,”
reached Plei Me and the siege
ended.

So far, it looked like any one
of hundreds of similar engage-
ments, Our side thought it was
a Viet Cong attack—{here was
no intelligence clue that these
were Neorth Vietnamese regular
army units supported by Viet

. Cong soldiers.

As usual, the Viet Cong did
most of the dirty work while the
North Vietnamese regiments
saved tHemselves for dhe big
battle.

The enemy pulled out of tha

Plei Me area toward the south-
east, hoping the allied forces
would follow. Enemy planners
had two things in mind:

If nothing better, it would lure
the allies into the jungle and
give the Viet Cong rear guard a
chance to cut them up.

But second, it would distract
the allies while preparations
were completed for the real
battle on enemy grounds—the la
Drang river valley.

Hospital Set Up
Expecting American helicop-

ter assaults, the enemy division -

put tall poles in every jungle
clearing except the few that
would provide good ambushes,
Troops dug in and weapons and
supplies were brought from
inside Cambodia.

The enemy even set up a field
hospital, completely equipped
and ready for the wounded.

Our troops extended -their
search in all directidns, howev-
er, and eventually ran into
evidence that the ememy was
preparing for a baltle (allied
troops foundi the hospital) as
well as a larget for an air
c}alvalry attack (;a captured m:p
showing a s base on the
Ca.mb!;gd.ian h:gg) A

So the First Covalry swung
Drang
Valley,

Fram Nov. 2 to Nov. 11 there
was sharp fighting beiween two

]
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The historic battle of Ia Drang Valley was a well-laid trap for the allied
forces. But when the trap was sprung, the enemy still could not win.

enemy regiments, the 32nd and
33rd,. and part of one brigade of
the First Cavalry division,
about 1,800 men.

The First Cavalry soldiers
kept pushing toward the Cam-
bodian border despite their
casualties, still not knowing
what they were in for,

Main Battle

By Nov. 16 it obviously was an
important battie — but the
communiques to the press in
Saigon failed to show that. They
talked about the presence of an
“estimated North Vietnamese
regiment” and action between
platoons (25 to 45 men) and
companies (50 to 100).

This actually was the begin-
ning of the main battle, and the
American soldiers were moving
into & well-laid trap. The extent
could have been known on Nov,
1 when the Americans moved
close enough to Cambedia to
engage the 66th™ Regiment, but
no one realized it at the time.

There were still about 1,800
Americans against about 10,000
North Vietnamese.

Our side called for help, and
relief columns were sent from
Due Co and Plei Me. The Ameri-
can units in the battle hegan to
look for more favorable terrain,

{Assaciated Press dispatches
inb%p;ratsd hat move as a “pull

Meanwhile, the enemy pealed
off cne element of the 3ind

Regiment to intercept the relief
from Duc Co and another to
block the relief coming in from
Plei Me. Both enemy actions
were successful. The relief
never arrived.

Classical Maneuver

Then the enemy proceded to
execute a classical military
maneuver known as ‘“double
envelopment.”

The 66th Regiment stayed
along the Cambodian border,
acling as an anvil. Two looping
blows struck out behind the
Americans, one from the 32nd
Regiment north of the Ameri-
cans, the other from the 33rd
Regiment south of them.

During the several days it took

to execute the maneuver, the
Saigon communiques reported
“sporaglic fire,” and encounters
with an army “batallion” (500
men).
4 (The AP talked of “depleted”
American forces, units “virtual-
ly wiped out” and “‘severe”
losses.)

Meanwhile, on Nov. 20, Gen.
William €. Westmoreland,
commander of US. forces in
Viet Nam, called the battle an
“unprecedented victory.”

He was wrong at that stage.
He had counted enemy casual-
ties and American losses with
fair aceuracy, but he did not
koow about the neat double

envelopment that was still going
on around his troops.

By Nov. 26 the enemy had
virtually completed his encirele-
ment of the Americans but was
not scoring the way his plans
called for.

Tide Shifts

The First Cavalry was rotat-
ing units in and out of the Ia
Drang valley by helicopter and
was killing and capturing at a
favorable ratio. Mobility and
firepower was equalizing the
fight. Air gower was shifting the
scales to the allied side.

The North Vietnamese divi-
sion had to call for help, too.

North Viet Nam lacks the
mobility of our forces, but the
enemy army could order its
units all over South Viet Nam to
aftack locally in an efforf to
keep the First Cavalry from
getting  significant  reinforc:-
ments.

The enemy calculation was a
good one. One of the attacks, at
the Michelin rubber plantation,
resulted in an enemy vactory,
and others made it impossible
for the allies to send heip to the
Ia Drang valley.

The reporters, meanwhile,
turned their attention from Ia
Drang to the other engage-
ments.

So did the Saigon commu-
niques.

As a result, the story dropped
off the American front pages
when the outcome was still in
doubt. One cannot tell yet from
news stories or official an-
nouncements who won.

Dociments Tell Story

If the First Cavalry had not
captured great numbers of
enemy documents, Ia Drang
probably would go down in
history as a standoff or an
American defeal.

The Americans did lose 200
dead and 500 wounded; but the
enemy lost 1,285 dead by our
body count, 3,000 ‘‘casualties”
(both dead and wounded) by
North Vietnamese admission
and up to 5,000 by some Ameri-
can estimates.

The three North Vietnamese
regiments had to be taken out
of combal and reorganized.

What the battle proved, in
retrospect, is, first, that Ameri-
can technology, skillfully ap-
plied, can overcome a first-class
enemy, even in a jungle war.

Second, it proved that the Viet
Cong and North Vietnamese
armies combined do noi have
the equipment and men needed
to win - military victory or
even win a big baitle. Their
only hope is for political sue-
cess.

After the battle, the enemy
commander North Vietnamese
Gen. Bay Quan, told reporters
in Cambodia that, “I took 3,000
casualties, but I learned how to
fight the Americans.”

Lesson for Enemy
What he learned may be:

Don't stand up and fight them.

For in the half year since Ia
Drang, the enemy has not
chosen to stand and fight one
large battle,

He has let the allied forces
sweep through his previously
secure areas and overrun his
rear guard and his bases. He
may looking more to riots
and disruption than to battle for
his future successes. ;

Ia Drang actually dragged on
for an inconclusive several
weeks after the double envelop-
ment was completed on Nov. 26.
The enemy found he could- not
make progress even against. the
trapped Americans, however, so
his regiments began to back
into the jungle.

The First Cavalry could not
keep steady contact and. it was
needed elsewhere, so it flew off
to other battles, -

The enemy was left with the
battlefield but not, in military
parlance, in control of -th:
battlefield.

As soon as Westmoreland
could spare the troops, other
Americans were sent back -inlo
the area to search and destroy.
The enemy 32nd Regimeni is
still there, but it cannot now
keep a secure, well-supplied
base on the Vietnamese side of
the border.

The regimenl must keep on
the move, or stay in Cambodia.

Good Jungle Fighters

So North Viet Nam did lose a
base as a result of its well-
planned, well executed battle.

The Uniled States lost some
men, but penetrated an enemy
base, learned some details of
the use of the Cambodian
sanctuary by the enemy, con-
firmed the value of air mobility
in battle and perhaps proved
even to the enemy’s satisfaction
that he cannot win.

The American public ean learn
from the battle, too.

IL can be confident that
American soldiers can fight as
well as any in the Asian jungle.

It can also keep in mind that
this war, unlike others, his no
front that one side obviously 1s
holding while the other pusies.
The immediate batile reports
simply do net tell a clear story.

It has taken a length; analy-
sis of enemy documen!. and
allled actions to show that la
Drang was the mosi impcitant
battle so far in Viet Nam,
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